I 

3- 


THE  REWARD : 

OR, 

HISTORY  OF 


THE 

GOLDFINCH  and  LARK. 


COVENTRY; 

Winted  by  and  for  Pratt     Lejfon,  Cook-fireeU 
Sold  by  Champante  and  WhitROW, 
Jevvry-ftree%  London. 

[Price  Two-pence] 


-ri  of 
in  wall  J 


^ — 


GOLDFINCH  ^  LAl^I^.  \ 


G  HAP.  I. 

J 

AS  old  nurfe  Wilfon  wft  taking  \ 
Matter  James  Jennings  and  little/  ' 
Jane  a  walk  after  dinner,  they  rambled  ] 
about  till  they  were  almoft  two  miles 
from  home,  when  palling  near  a  cot- 
tage they  obfervedjxmfeen,  fonie  little 
children  getting  a  bird's  neft. 

Jane  no  fooner  heard  the  pretty  in- 
nocent young  birds  cry  out,  than  fhe 
b^gan  to  weep  for  pity,'  and  faid,  fhe  was  \ 
quite  Chocked  at  the  cruelty  !  ■ 
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What  a  wicked  thing  it  is,  faid  the 
good  old  nurfe- to  little  James  and  JanCt 
for  children  to  rob  the  f>oor  birds  of 
their  little  ones,  after  all  the  pains 
which  they  have  taken  to  form  their 
neft  fo  cuiioufly,  and  attend  their 
young  with  fuch  care ! 


[  7  ] 

Yes,  faid  Jane,  it  is  indeed,  very 
cruel,  and  I  hope  brother  James  will 
never  be  guilty  of  the  like ! 

They  were  juft  about  to  return 
home,  when  they  met  a  little  boy,  who 
was  crying  very  fadly;  the  old  nurfe 
enquired  of  him,  what  was  the  reafon 
of  his  being  in  fuch  diftrefs? 

He  replied,  that  his  father  was  gone 
to  a  market  town,  at  a  fhort  diftance, 
to  fell  fome  finging  birds,  for  he  caught 
birds  and  fold  them  ;  and  he  had  been 
left  in  charge  of  them  that  were  at  home ; 
but  he  went  out  to  play  at  marbles 
with  fome  boys,  down  in  the  village^ 
"ind  vvhilft  he  was  gone,  the  cat  had 
illed  a  cock  canary  bird,  which  was  to 
iiave  been  fold  to-morrow,  to  Squire 
lenbow,  at  the  grove;  and  he  was 
.4 
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afraid  his  father  would  flog  him  for 
going  out. 

Nurfe  Wilfon  told  him,  it  was  in- 
deed very  wrong  not  to  do  as  his  fa- 
ther defired  him»  but  if  he  would  pro- 
mife  to  be  more  obedient  in  future,  {he 
would  go  and  try  to  make  all  things 
eafy  at  home.  But  what  is  your 
name? 

Billy  Morris,  arifwered  the  boy. , 
Away  they  all  went  to  Morris's  cot- 
tage,  and  found    him  juft  returned 
from  the  market. 

The  nurfe  made  up  the  lofe  which, 
was  occafioned  by  the  boy  scarelefsnefs, 
and  bought  a  fine  goldfinch  for  little. 
Jane,  and  defired  the  man  to  bring  it 
to  Mr. -Jennings's  houfe  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  then  they  departed  hornet 
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CHAP.  II. 


Mr#  Jennings  was  a  gentleman, 
who  had  gained  a  large  fortune  by' 
trade,  and  had  now  retired  from  biifi- 
nefs,  and  refided  ui  a  neat  and  pleafant 
village,  in  the  north  of  England ;  ha- 
ving only  two  children,  James  and 
Jane. 

This  good  old  nurfe  Wilfon,  had 
lived  in  the  family  many  years,  was 
very  fond  of  the  children,  and  was 
always  diverting  them.  She  had  in- 
formed Mr.  Jennings  of  what  had  oc- 
curred yefterday,  and  that  flie  ha.d 
5 


purchafed  little  Jane  a  bird,  which  would 
be  brought  homevon  the  morrow# 

When  Jane  awoke  the  next  morn- 
ing, flie  begged  nuife  to  call  up  James, 
for  {he  was  fure  the  man  would  pre- 
fently  bring  the  bird ;  and  fo  it  happen- 
ed, for  as  foon  as  Jane  had  breakfafted, 
fhe^  ran  to  the  -rpfer lout ^  vi'intidw,  and 
I  ,  waited  anxioufly  tiUdfhe  faw  the  man 
I  ^  come  up  to  the  door,  he  had  one  upon 
his  head,  and  another  in  his  hand ;  fhe 
ran  immediately  to  call  James,  who 
w\is  playing  in  the  orchards  and  told 
liim  the  man  was  come  with  her  bird, 
and  that  he  had  brought  another  with" 
him,  and  if  he  would  afk  Papa  and 
Matnma's  leave,  fhe  thought  they  would 
buy  it  him* 

Away  they  both  ran  into  the  houfe, 
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to  find  Papa,  which  they  foon  did  ; 
and  requeftcd  him  to  buy  the  other* 
Mr,  Jennings  faid,  he  ftiould  have  no 
objeftion  to  buy  the  bird,  provided 
they  would  but  take  proper  care  of  it, 
and  feed  it  well;  this  propofition^ 
they  both  agreed  to,  and  the  bird  was 
bought;  it  was  a  pretty  lark,  and  sung 
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mofl;  rnelodiaufly.  A  new  cage  was 
provided  for  it,  likewile  one  for  little 
Jane's  goldfinch;  they  thanked  Papa 
and  Marpma  for  their  kindnefs,  and 
very  foon  had  the  birds  put  into  their 
new  habitation,  and  hung  them  up 
againft  the  parlour  window ;  where  they 
frequently  fung  moft  delightfully,  to 
the  great  pleafure  of  our  little  folks. 
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CHAP.  III. 

Near  to  Mr.  Jennings's  houfe,  lived 
a  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simmonds,  people 
of  rank  and  fortune  ;  they  had  a  little 
daughter  about  ten  years  of  age,  who 
was  a  very  fweet  and  fenfible  child, 
and  beloved  and  admired  by  all  her 
acquaintance. 

It  being  a  very  fine  afternoon,  Mjifs 
Simmonds  was  invited  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jennings,  to  come  and  play  with  Jane, 
which  was  accepted. 

As  foon  as  their  little  gueft  arrived, 
Jane  took  her  to  fee  the  birds,  with 
which  (be  was  very  much  pleafed ;  Mr. 
7 


[141 

Jennings  granted  them  the  favour  o 
taking  the  goldfinch  on  the  lawn,  be 
fore  the  houfe,  (as  reprefented  in  th(' 
frontifpiece),  which  delighted  them  al 
very  much;  after  viewing  the  varioui 
pretty  colours  of  the  feathers  on  th( 
bird,  mafter  James  gave  them  the  fol 
lowing  defcription  of  it  : 

It  is,  faid  James,  a  very  lively  littk 
bird»  and  fin gs  very  fweet.  Its  bil 
you  may  obferve  is  whiter  tipped  with 
black,  and  furrounded  with  very  rirt 
fcarlet  feathers;  the  cheeks  are  white 
and  the  top  of  its  head  black,  and  its 
back  is  brown.  See,  the  quill  feather 
are  black,  marked  in  the  middle  with  s 
beautiful  yellow,  and  tipped  with 
white;  the  tail  is  black,  and  has  fomc 
white  fpots  near  the  end,  ^' 
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Goldfinches  build  a  very  pretty 
left,  on  ,  the  thin  branches  of  fruit  trees, 
nd  fainetim'es  in  buflies,  and  generally 
j^ave  young  ones  twice  in  the  year, 
think.  Papa  fays,  they  live  upon  feve- 
al  kirfds  of  feed,  and  are  very  fmid  of 
hofe  ,of  the  thiftle.  Now  it  is  in  a 
age,  it  muft  be  fed  with  Ganary,..,flax, 
)r  henSp  feed. 

Mifs  Simmonds  and  Jane  were  quite 
►leafed  with  mafter  James's  defcrip- 
ion  of  the  goldfinch,  and  thanked 
^^mf^they  foon  after  r^p:;iOMed  it  into 
he  fummer-houfe,  while,  they  went 
nd  rambled  in  the  garden. 

We  have  not  yet,  faid  James,  fliown 
vlifs  Simmonds  Papa's  pig^eoiiis ;  -I  am^- 
ure  you  will  like  to  fee  them  of  all 
hlngs  :  Squire  Benbow^p.iade'a  prefent 
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of  them  to  Pa^'^  yefterday  ;  and  I  'Wtll 
afk  him  to  favor  us  with  a  fight  of  them. 

Away  they  fcampered,  and  obtained 
their  defire.    The  pigeons  were  l»ept  in 
a  chlmt)ier  to  prevent  their  flying  away. 
You  may  obferve  them,  in  the  pi£lure,  C 
hopping  abiut  the  floon 


iepiia 


[17] 

Mr.  Jennings,  who  was  a  very  Curious 
;eiitlemari,  kept^jfev^pl  Ijiives  of  bees, 
diich.  wefe  placed  ope  e  of  the 
rarden ;  as, ,  they-  approached  ( the  %ot^^ 
hey  heard  the  humrning  of,  the  bees, 
nd  they  faw  a  great  quantity  flying  a- 
)out  the  hive.  Mr.  Jennings  begged 
hem^  not  to  go  too  ,ne^j,  liefl  they 
night  be  ftungv  but  Hand  at  ,a.c}iftance 
Vom  them.  They  perceived  them  all 
n  motion,  but  without  the  leafl:  hurry 
)r  con  ufxon. 

Mifs  Simmonds  requeued  Mr,  Jen- 
lings  to  .give  them  a  fhort  account  of 
hat  infecl.  Mr*  Jennings  \yas  always 
Dieafed  to  give  information,  and  much 
pore  fo,  when  he  found  children  defi- 
ousj  of  receiving  it.  He  therefore 
iddreflTed  them  as  follows : 
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Obferve  my  dears,  faid  Mt.  Jennings, 
how  very  diligetit  thofe  bees  are,  in 
going  in  and  diit  of  yorider  hive  ! 
And  ' this  bufy  way  of  life  never  ceafes'^ 
during  the  feafon  in  which  they  lay  in 
their  food,  and  fill  their  cells  for  win- 
ter. When  the  time  comes  in  which 
they  begin  to  build  their  combi  they 
divide  thernffelves  into  diftir^^^  bodies. 
One  party  is  employed  in  ranging  the 
fields  and  gardens,  in  fearch  of  honey, 
which  they  fuck  out  of  the  fweeteft  of 
flowers.  Another  party  is  employed 
in  ftoring  the  honey,  and  doing  the  other 
worl^jof  the  hive ;  whilft  the  third  partyikii 
fly  abroad  to  collect  fbod  for  thofe  that 
york. 

They  muft  be  very  fenfible  creaturesj 
faid  Jane,  to  do  all  this  fo  regulait 
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Yes,  my, dear,  replied  the  father; 
there  |s:  no  hurry  or  corifufion  among 
them  for  every  one  obferves  his  owu 
employment,  and  will  not  meddle  with 
another'g^.  Thele  little  creatures  may 
teach  you  the  great  benefits  of  good 
order  and  induftry ;  for  they  will  not 
fufFer  an  idle  orie  to  remain  with  them, 
but  drive  him  from  the  cells. 

They  were  now  permitted  to  vifit 
the  large  fifhpond,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
orchard.  The  water  being  very  clear, 
they  faW  the  fifhes  frifk  and  dive  to 
their  no  little  amufement.  But  tea 
being  now  ready,  they  prefently  were 
feated  in  the  paiiour* 


CHAP.  IV- 

While  at  tea  the  little  folks  behaved 
well,  and  talked  very  prettily  of  what 
they  had  heard  and  feen  in  the  former 
part  of  the  afternoon ;  and  as  Mr.  Jen-  \ 
nings  perceived  they  were  delighted 


with  the  inflruftions  he  had  given  them- 
he  took  them  into  his  ftudy,  and  gra- 
'  tified  their  curiofity  by  fhowing  them 
feveral  handfome  pi6lures,  and  a  book 
which  defcribed  Mafter  James's  Lark 
fo  nicely  that  he  could-  not  forbear 
reading  it  to  his  playfellows. 

'The  chara£leriftics  of  the  fky-lark, 
which  diftinguilli  il  from  other  birds, 
are  the  long  heet  or  cjaw  of  the  back 
toe;  the  earthy  color  of  it's  feathers; 
and  it's  finging  as  it  flies.  But  when 
confined  in  a  cage,  a  turf  of  grafs  is 
generally  placed  within,  on  which  it  ' 
aved  ftahds  and  flutters  it's  wing  all  the  time 
it  is  finging.  It  is  not  much  larger  than 
the  houfe-fparrow,  yet  longer  bodied. 
When  at  large,  they  build  their  nefl  in 
plain  open  ground,  under  fome  high 
grafs ;  and  though  in  winter  we  fee 
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great  flocks  of  them,  yet  feweft  of  their 
nefts  are  found  of  any  birds  that  are  fo 
plentiful.  It  breeds  thrice  in  a  year, 
in  May,  July,  and  Auguft,  rearing  their 
young  very  quickly.  Young  neftlings 
may  be  brought  up  with  almoft  any 
meat ;  but  if  you  gwe  them  fheep's 
heart  and  egg  chopt  together,  till  ihey 
are  three  w  eeks  old,  it  will  notbe  amifs; 
and  when  they  come  to  eat  alone,  give 
them  oatmeal,  hempfeed,  and  bread, 
mixed  together,  with  a  little  egg  ,*  and 
their  charming  fong  will  reward  your 
painst  Mr*  Jennings  then  prefented  the 
following  pretty  Poem,  which  Jane  read 
to  the  young  company. 

Hail,  the  charming,  rofy  morning! 

See  the  pretty  Lark  arife  ; 
Op'ning  day  again  returning, 

Bids  the  Ibngfter  feek  the  fkies. 
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Now  his  tender  partner  leavings 

Ever  mindful  of  her  young ; 
His  foft  breaft  with  tranfport  heavin 

He  begins  his  early  fong. 
Higher,  as  the  bird  advances, 

Hark"!  what  raptures  fill  the  air  ! 
Warbling  fweeter,  while  he  glances 

On  the  neft,  his  joys  are  there. 
While  the  little  Sky-lark  raifes 

His  fweet  note,  till  out  of  view, 
Children,  you  fhould  join  in  praifes 

And  adore  your  Maker  too. 
Imitate  this  bird's  example  ; 

HeV  not  proud  with  all  his  mirth 
True,  his  airs  are  fine  and  ample, 

Yet  at  night  he  reds  on  earth. 
Though  he  don't  excel  in  beauty, 
I     All  admire  his  tuneful  theme  ; 
You,  my  dear,  attend  your  duty, 

All  around  will  you  elleem. 
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CHAP.  V. 

The  next  moining,  both  the  gold- 
finch and  the  lark  were  ferved  with 
frefh  water,  and  fufficient  feed  for  thejjndf 
day,  before  our  little  Mifs  and  Mafter 
had  eat  their  own  breakfaft  ;  thus  they 
pleafed  Papa,  but  he  was  afraid  this  at-L., 
tention  to  the  birds  would  not  laftjidt^ 
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At  this  inftant  the  ,  arrived  of  Mr, 
nnings's  feiher  was  announced,  from 
lOndon.    He  was  heartily  welcomed 
the  village  ,*'  and  which  w|s  moft 
afed,  James  or  Jane,  it  is  impoffible 
fay  ;  and  they  had  good  reafon  to 
joice,  for  he  brought  a  very  pretty 
efent  for  each  of  them.    He  gave  to 
ne  a  very  fine  large  drefs-doll,  as  you 
ay  fee  in  the  picture.    James  received 
pretty  book  of  the  Hiftory  of  Lady 
odeva  and  Peeping  Tom  of  Coventry, 
lich  delighted  him  exceedingly  ;  and 
ought  the  grand  pifture  in  it  much 
ndfomer  than  any  one  in  his  father  s 
>ufe  ;  and  fo  eager  was  he  to  learn 
e  hiftory  of  this  great  lady,  and  fo 
eafed  with  the  prefent,  that  when  he 
d  begun  he  never  ceafed  until  he  had 
id  it  thfough. 
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Jane  now  thought  of  nothing  elfe 
but  her  new  doll ;  making  clothes  for 
it,  and  teazing  her  mamma  for  ribbons^ 
and  other  finery,  fo  that  fhe  made  it 
very  foon  the  fmarteft  doll  in  the  pari(h» 
She  was  indulged  by  her  mamma ;  but 
was  dcGred  not  to  forget  other  things^ 
of  more  importance,  and  only  now  and 
then  amufe  herfelf  with  her  grand- jjri, 
papa's  prefent. 

James  had  alfo  a  caution-  to  be  care 
lul  of  his  Latin  tafk.    They  both  pro- 
mifed  obedience  »  but  we  fhall  find,  by  here 
reading  the  next  chapter,  they  fulfilled 
not  their  word# 
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CHAP.  VL 


One  morning  as  Jane  fat  very  bu- 
ly  employed  in  cutting  out  a  new 
ip  for  the  great  doll,  her  mother  en- 
ured, and  enquired  if  flie  had  fed  the 
rd.  She  replied  Yes  ;  but  the  color 
>ming  into  her  face,  her  mother  fuf- 
;fted  ftie  had  told  her  a  falfliood  ;  but 
FolHGred  her  to  go  with  her,  and  fee  if 
lere  was  any  feed  left  in  the  cage. 
Jane  fo]  lowed  her  mother  very  reluc- 
ntly  into  the  parlour,  and  found  the 
!ge  had  been  taken  down,  and  feme 
f  the  family  were  looking  at  the  poor 
ird,  which  was  almoft  dead,  lying  in 
^e  cage.    She  immediately  began  to 


ery,  and  confeffed  that  (he  had  negleft- j 
ed  to  feed  it;  and  had  let  the  cage  re- r^' 
main  all  night  expofed  to  a  cold  rain,l ' 
in  the  yard  ;  for  which  (he  was  vety 
forry,  and  promifed  to  be  more  careful 
for  the  time  to  come.  ^' 
The  poor  little  goldfinch  was  taken  ! 
Qut  of  the  cage,  and  warmed  and  nou-^^^ 
rifhed  by  a  little  new  milk,  when  it  P 
began  foon  to  ftretch  out  it*s  limbs, 
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id  hop  about,  and  by  proper  care  foon 
lined  ftrength,  and  fung  as  fweet  as 
^er. 

Mrs.  Jennings  fpoke  very  ferioufly  to 
me,  on  her  forgetfulnefs,  but  more 

rticularlyon  thefalQiood  (lie  had  told 
/hat  a  wicked  thing  it  is,  faid  (he, 

I  tell  a  lie  !  for,  when  once  a  little 
rl  is  found  in  an  untruth,  no  one  can 
slieve  them  when  they  fpeak  the  truth, 
[ow  angry  God  is  with  fuch  children! 
id  he  will  moll:  furely  punifh  them  for 

Jane  s  mamma  was  very  much  hurt 
her  condu£l ;  but  offered  to  forgive 
er,  if  (he  would  beg  pardon.  Jane  did 
• ;  and  promifed  that  flie  would  never 

II  another  untruth,  but  would  fooner 
^  whipt  than  be  found  in  a  (lory  any 
lore. 
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CHAP,  VIL 


Jane  rofe  early  the  following  mom< 
ing,  and  hafted  to  kifs  her  mamma  :  ftie 
faid  (he  would  behave  better  in  future, 
and  that  her  mother's  difpleafure  had 
caufed  her  not  to  fleep  in  the  night ; 
and  hoped  never  to  deferve  her  anger 
any  more. 

Her  mamma  was  quite  plcafed  with 
her  ;  and  for  her  good  behaviour  told 
her  (he  (hould  have  a  party  in  the  after 
noon,  to  pby  with  her.   Jane  was  very 
much  pleafed,  and  ran  to  tell  her  bro-r 
ther  James,  whom  (he  found  very  bufy  r' 
attending  to  the  \  irds.    The  lark  was 
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ig  very  fweetly,  and  the  goldfinch 
id  quite  merry,  hopping  about 
fide  to  fide,  fhowing  his  little 
liansi  that  he  was  pleafed  with 
attention  to  him.  From  feeding 
)irdsv  away  they  went  to  their  tafks 
they  readily  performed,  and 
s  made  amends  for  the  neglefl  of 
brmer  day ;  and  thus  they  pleafed 
dear  parents  very  much, 
le  time  arrived  when  the  little  party 
expefted  ;  confifling  of  the  Mifs 
hs,  Mafter  Goode  and  his  fifter, 
Simmonds%  Mafter  Benbow,  and 
coufin  George,  who  all  lived  in  the 
ge  at  no  great  diftance  from  each 
er. 

^he  little  company  being  afTembled^ 
new  book  and  the  doll  were  pro- 
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duced  ;  but  the  beautiful  pi6lure  pie; 
every  one  who  faw  it.    The  birds 
the  next  amufcmerit;  for  they  were  n( 
again  forgot.    We  fliould  think  of 
pretty  cieatures,  fays  Jane,  for  y\ 
know,  my  dear  brother,  they  cand 
help  themfelves;  and  as  we  have^ 
prived  them  of  their  liberty,  to  plei 
us  with  their  fong,  we  ought  not  i 
fuff  er  them  to  want  any  thing.  1 

After  tea  was  over  the  romping  gari 
of  blind-man's  buff  was  propofed,  ai 
prefently  begun  with  great  glee ; 
you  may  perceive  in  the  pifture. 

See  Mifs  Simmonds  is  going  to  throi  jjj 
Matter  George  down,  he  is  buff— Mil 
Smith  keeps  in  the  back-ground  — 
Mafter  James  feems  to  dodge  him— an^^ 
the  others  have  taken  care  for  then* 
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[3.3  ] 


'5.  However,  theyare  all  in  a  merry 
■  I'  They  played  in  this  manner 
Rafter  James  fell  down  and  hurt 
ofe,  and  the  reft  were  all  quite 
It  is  not  fafe  to  have  the  eyes 
I  up ;  for  little  folks  often  get 
by  falls  at  this  play»  g 
e  time  now  advanced  for  each  to~ 


[  M  ] 

return  home;   and  Mr,  Jennings 
dered  out  the  coach,  to  conduft 
thither;  for  his  little  friends  being  yi 
warm,  he  was  fearful  the  night 
might,  if  they  were  expofed  to  it,  |, 
them  colds. 

Wifhing  each  other  a  good  ni 
and  quite  pleafed  with  their  aftern< 
diverfion,  the  coach  bowled  off  to 
Telpe6live  abode,, 

Mafter  James  and  Mifs  Jane 
tinned  to  gain  more  and  more  the : 
tion  of  their  dear  parents,  by  theii 
gent  attention  to  their  command  J 
were  kind  and  obliging  to  all  ai| 
them.  They  grew  up  in  the  f 
God,  and  the  remainder  of  thei 
were  abundantly  blelTed  with  prof 
and  happinefst 
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